
From: LORD SUDELEY FSA 

 

 
 
Bishop of London 
04 September 2008 
 
 
Dear Bishop of London 
 
 
Of course we have in the Church of England a state religion, and bishops have sat in the House of 
Lords since Saxon times.  Now the White Paper of July tells us that in an elected House of Lords the 
Bishops would have no reserved place. Could I please ask what is in the wind amongst the bishops 
about this major constitutional innovation. 
 
In our constitution it has been the role of parliament to intervene occasionally in the Church of 
England affairs. When the Church Assembly (now the Synod) was set up in 1919 the Archbishop of 
Canterbury said to the House of Lords that body intended to attend only to minutiae of Church of 
England affairs and not to major matters, especially doctrine.  Hardly had that body been set up it 
became ‘too big for its boots’, and touched doctrine. The new services of the Church of England have 
touched doctrine in secularizing Christianity, as the Arians in the Ancient world used to do. There are 
no new heresies, they are all old ones. 
 
When the introduction of the new services was contemplated by the Clergy, with their secularization 
of Christianity, it was no doubt felt this was a necessary step to cure falling church attendance. 
Preceding the success of my Prayer Book ‘Protection’ Bill in the Lords in 1981 to uphold the old 
book, a Gallop Poll showed how most of the Laity, including young people, preferred the old book. 
If the bishops there in the House of Lords to answer my question are to be swept out, are the laity of 
the Church of England to be left without Parliament and the bishops in it as a remedy for their 
grievances? 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Sudeley  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


